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GARHWAL: 1937 

BY F. S. SMYTHE 

Substance of a lecture delivered before the Alpine Club, 
F ebruary 7, 1938 

N 1936 P. R. Oliver and I arranged a climbing holiday for 
1937 in the Central Himalaya. Our original intention was to 
visit Kailas Parbat and Gurla Mandhata, and our application 

to enter Tibet was sympathetically received by the Government 
of India, but permission had to be refused owing to the 1938 
Everest Expedition. It was finally arranged that Oliver should 
join me towards the end of July for some mountaineering in 
Garhwal, and that prior to this I should occupy myself with 
botanical work on behalf of the Royal Botanic·Garden, Edinburgh, 
from a base in the Bhyundar valley .1 

· Apart from the collections made by R. L. Holdsworth in 1931 
little botanical work has been done in Garhwal since the days of 
Sir Richard Strachey and Mr. J. E. Winterbottom ;2 yet the upper 
valleys are rich in flora and the Bhyundar valley in particular is 
as rich as or richer than any of the valleys of Sikkim, according 
to Dr. J. M. Cowan, the Assistant Keeper of the Edinburgh 
Botanic Garden, who examined and assessed my specimens and 
was instrumental in affording me much valuable help and 
advice. 

The Bhyundar valley bifurcates from the Alaknanda valley 
some six miles N. of Joshimath. General Bruce, the late 
A. L. Mumm and Dr. Longstaff 3 and Mr. C. F. Meade 4 

have visited it, while the Bhyundar Pass, 16,688 ft., which 
links it with the Banke valley, was first traversed in 1862 by 
Colonel Edmund Smyth. In 1931 the Kamet Expedition· spent 
two days in the valley, and so impressed were we by the flora 
that we remembered it afterwards as the Valley of Flowers. It 
seemed to me, therefore, that the flora thereabouts would be 
largely representative of the flora of Upper Garhwal, and such 
indeed proved the case, for there can be few flowers in the 

1 See map facing, A.J. 24. 132. 
2 Their famous collection of herbarium specimens was made between the 

years I 846-1849. 
3 A.J. 24. ·r28. • 4 A.J. 26. 434 sqq . 
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district, except possibly in the drier regions near the Tibetan 
frontier, which are not represented in this most beautiful of 
valleys . 

Thanks to Major C. J. Morris and Mr. W. J. Kydd of Dar
jeeling, four Bhotias were recruited and reached Ranikhet on 
June 3. The Sirdar was Wangdi Nurbu (Ondi), who has ac
companied most of the Himalayan expeditions of recent years 
and who has proved himself a magnificent mountaineer ; the 
others were Nurbu Bhotiya, Tewang and Pasang Urgen, all 
experienced men. No words can do justice to their work; I 
can only write that they contributed in full measure to the most 
interesting and enjoyable holiday of my life. 

With an additional eleven Dotials I left Ranikhet on June 5, 
my arrangements having been greatly facilitated by the kindness 
of Mrs. E. K. Browne, whom many mountaineers have cause 
to remember with gratitude, and after the usual dangerous lorry 
journey: to Garur proceeded across the foothills via Gwaldam, 
Tharali and Subtal. The weather was very hot and punctuated 
by violent thunderstorms, one of which set a forest on fire, while 
another, which lasted for over eight hours, struck trees all round 
my camp at Subtal. Yet another storm occurred at Ghat in the 
Nandakini valley, and a whirlwind nearly carried the camp into 
the river. 

At Semkharak the cream-coloured Preony emodii was still in 
bloom, and on the Kuari Pass I saw the first of innumerable 
iris (/. kumaonensis). I camped on the pass in order to see the 
panorama it commands, but was frustrated by mist. 

From J oshimath two marches sufficed to take me to my base 
camp in the Bhyundar valley, which was pitched on an alp soo ft. 
above the valley alreatly gay with fritillaries, alliums and gentians, 
a beautiful spot fringed with silver birches and rhododendrons 
which enjoyed nearly twelve hours of sunlight. 

One of the charms of the Bhyundar valley lies in the fact that 
the upper part is separated from the lower part by a gorge, and 
that the valley bends almost at right angles above the gorge ; 
thus the traveller feels almost as cut off as th.ough he were in 
some Shangri La. 

Having dismissed the Dotials I settled down to five perfect 
weeks. My time was divided between flower collecting and 
mountaineering. There is no space here to recount the former ; 
le~, it suffice to say that about two hundred different flowers are 
to be found within one square mile of this valley, and that in all 
my experience I have never lived in so perfect a natural garden. 

A rock peak of some 17 ,ooo ft. provided ·us with a training 
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expedition, though the scramble was spoilt for me by mountain 
sickness, which I invariably experience the first time I go above 
16,ooo ft. 

The next expedition was to a col at the head of the valley 
between Rataban and an unnamed and unmeasured peak (ca. 
Ig,ooo ft.) to the N.W. An intermediate camp proved neces~ 
sary, after which we mounted towards the Bhyundar Pass, then 
traversed horizontally across the crest of an icefall. Some heavy 
cutting was necessary in passing another icefall, though, as we 
found later, there was an easy route to one side, after which 
snow slopes led to the pass. During this ascent Pasang more 
than once demonstrated his inefficiency on steep snow. The 
first thing he did when he slipped was to let go his ice-axe and 
leave it to Providence or his companions as to whether or not 
he was to slide on into eternity. Thus it was necessary always 
to be on the qui vive, as one always must be when climbing with 
porters. 

After camp had been pitched on the col, I climbed alone the 
unnamed peak, which was entirely without difficulty, whence I 
was able to examine Rataban, our principal objective. The 
N .W. ridge from the col is impracticable, or at least very difficult, 
owing to a soo-ft. rock step, but there appeared to be a possibility 
of working out a route up the steep N.W. face which would 
enable the N .W. ridge to be gained above the impasse. 

Unfortunately our designs were frustrated by the weather. 
I awoke in the night with a feeling as though cobwebs covered 
my face, and a few seconds later there was a lightning flash and, 
almost instantaneously, an explosion of thunder. Luckily it was 
the only discharge, as our camp was in a very exposed position, 
but it was the precursor of a violent blizzard. 

As the slopes below the col would become dangerous in the 
event of a heavy snowfall, I decided to retreat as soon as possible, 
and at 5 A.M ~ in a gale we grappled with the two tents, somehow 
packed them, and groped our way down. 

During our ascent to the snow col we had noted a beautiful 
snow peak to the S. of the Bhyundar valley, which forms a 
westerly outpost of the Gauri Parbat-Hathi Parbat massif. 
There is no hint of this in the old map, but it cannot be less than 
Ig,ooo ft. and may approach 2o,ooo ft. A sharp snow ridge falls 
from the summit to the N ., and it was obvious that if this could 
be gained the summit should prove accessible. A reconnai(~-

•• 

sance up the N. slopes of the Bhyundar valley disclosed a route 
from a minor valley bifurcating at right angles from the Bhyundar 
valley some two miles E. of the base camp. With Wangdi ·and 
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Nurbu I entered the valley, and after completing an examination 
of the route traversed diagonally across a wide and occasionally 
stone-swept gully, then moderately safe owing to soft snow, 
to a rib which afforded protection from stones on the one hand 
and from ice from a hanging glacier on the other. Here we 
camped at about 14,500 ft., within easy distance of dwarf rhodo
dendrons for fuel. 

The monsoon \vas fast developing, but the following morning 
was fine if suspiciously warm. Our route lay first up the stone
swept gully, but we were able to avoid stones by keeping well to 
one side, and after a good deal of cutting gained a snow-covered 
shelf slanting steeply upwards across the W. face of the peak. 
We followed this for some distance, and then climbed a short 
gully of snow and loose rocks to a ridge connecting the peak 
with a minor rock peak to the N. This ridge abutted against 
the N. face of the peak, to gain which we had to negotiate an ice
fall, the principal difficulty in which was an ice wall some 40 ft. 
high. Cutting up this last was strenuous work, but once above 
the icefall there was no further difficulty though it was obvious 
that we must descend before the snow became dangerous ·· 
until we came to the final snow ridge. This came up to expecta
tions and provided us with a splendid climb. It was sharp and 
broken at one point by a 20-ft. ice wall, but there was, as antici
pated, no real difficulty, and at 10.50 A.M. we reached the summit 
after a climb of nearly sooo ft. in 4 hours so minutes. 

Clouds concealed most of the view, but now and then Gauri 
and Hathi Parbat showed. From what I saw of these peaks then 
and on subsequent occasions I doubt whether either is accessible 
from the W., while the former is certainly inaccessible from the 
N. Eric Shipton has suggested that the best route up Hathi 
Parbat is from the S., and this is probably true, but the S. ridge 
is not easy of access and is very steep. It is just possible that the 
col between these peaks may be accessible from the E., though it , 
is a very doubtful possibility. It is a tremendous massif, and I 
dare venture the prophecy that these two peaks will be among 
the last of the major peaks to be climbed in the Central Himalaya. 

The descent was enlivened by Nurbu, who decided to jump 
down the last six or eight feet of the ice wall without saying 
anything as to his intention to me ; he nearly had me off from the 
small ledge from which I was paying out the rope. 

The monsoon broke that evening, June 26, in torrents of rain 
and thunder, but the weather subsequently settled down to an 
almost regular cycle, with rain occurring at night for the most 
part, plus a heavier precipitation every few days which deposited 
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snow on the peaks. The increased warmth and moisture had the 
effect of bringing innumerable flowers into bloom, and when for 
various reasons I moved my base camp to the floor of the valley 
I found myself on the most beautiful meadow I have ever seen, 
ablaze with nomocharis, delphiniums, geraniums, gentians, 
violas, polygonums, geums, calthas, corydalis, anemones, pole
moniums, saxifrages, androsaces and eritrichiums, to mention 
only a few genera. 

As the Mana Peak (23,86o ft.) was to be attempted later, I 
determined to examine it, so ascended to a col, the same col 
traversed by C. F. Meade en route to Mana, and after one camp 
tackled a fine rock peak which rises immediately to the E. of the 
col. As this was not easily accessible directly from the col, we 
traversed slopes of neve and mounted to a small snowfield under 
the N .N .E. ridge. The only route to the ridge was up an ex
ceedingly steep ice slope about 1000 ft. high, to which adhered 
a few inches of frozen snow. Leaving Nurbu and Pasang on the 
snowfield, Wangdi and I crossed a bergschrund and climbed the 
slope, which proved to be well over 50° in angle, and then over 
some slabs to the ridge. 

The ridge was made of magnificent material very like that of 
the Chamonix Aiguilles, and for the first time in the Himalaya 
I found myself on rocks comparable with those of the Grepon. 
Such work at 19,ooo ft. is very arduous, and fully one hour was 
spent climbing one 100-ft. step, where I found myself in the 
unpleasant position of having to bring up my companion while 
.standing on small holds with no belay. This was the greatest 
difficulty, and presently after a splendid scramble we reached the 
summit, on which Wangdi with great satisfaction erected the 
inevitable cairn. 

It had proved the hardest climb I had yet done in the Hima
laya, but unfortunately clouds concealed the view I had hoped 
for of the Mana Peak. 

With the possibility of the snow on the ice slope softening, in 
which case we should have had no option but to wait till night
fall, we descended as expeditiously as possible, but when we 
approached the 1oo-ft. step I confess that the idea of descending 
it, especially as there were no facilities for roping down, was so 
disagreeable that I decided to force a way down the face and 
rejoin, by means of a diagonal descent, the line of ascent on the 
ice slope. It was an unwise decision, for instead of finding, as 
I hoped, good snow (on ice), we had to descend slabs covered with 
a glaze of ice an inch or two thick overlaid with loose ·floury 
snow. There were no belays, and as it was only possible to 
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make nicks in the ice for our . toes I remember this place 
as one of the most exacting of my experience. As to Wangdi, 
I can only say that he climbed with the skill and confidence of a 
Lochmatter. 

It was with great thankfulness that we eventually reached 
snow which was fortunately still in good order and rejoined our 
upward route. 

The next ascent was on the wall of rock peaks immediately 
N. of the base camp. We camped at about 14,500 ft., and the 
same day reconnoitred a route up an awkward buttress to a small 
glacier perched on a steeply sloping shelf. Next day Wangdi and 
I attempted the ascent of one of the peaks above the glacier. 
From the glacier we climbed a gully to a rib leading for a con
siderable distance up the face. This ended in impassable rocks, 
and a traverse across a wide and very steep snow-filled gully 
was necessary. Unfortunately the snow was becoming unsafe 
and would almost certainly be in an avalanchy condition by the 
time we returned. As the gully was too wide to cross in one 
rope length, we had no option but to retreat. A heavy snow
storm, which broke soon afterwards, gave us no cause to regret 
this decision, and we descended to the base camp well satisfied 
in having accomplished about 4000 ft. of climbing. 

Another peak which Oliver and I hoped to attempt was 
Nilkanta, so hoping to obtain a view of it across the Alaknanda 
valley Wangdi and I ascended a minor rock peak to theW. of the 
valley, but the monsoon was then heavy and we had no view of 
Nilkanta. The following day Nurbu and I climbed another 
peak, but again without seeing the mountain. On the way down 
we were glissading a long slope when Nurbu's axe, a new Chamonix 
model, broke in half and he slid soo ft., but without hurting him
self as there was a safe run out to the slope. 

My last ascent before being joined by Oliver was Nilgiri 
Parbat (21 ,264ft.). This peak is inaccessible from the Bhyundar 
valley, so Wangdi, Nurbu, Pasang and I crossed the glacier pass 
previously visited into a glacier-filled valley which descends to 
the N. of Mana. On the pass we came on some remarkable 
tracks which the men declared to be those of a Mirka (snow
man). My photographs were examined by zoological experts, 
and the tracks were pronounced to be those of a bear ( Ursus 
arctos isabellinus). I am sorry about this, as the possibility of 
encountering an Abominable Snowman would add a distinct 
zest to Himalayan mountaineering, and I can only hope that 
tracks observed by others, including some round indentations 
seen in the Karakoram by H. W. Tilman resembling the spoor 
• 
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of a perambulating soup plate, were made by a snowman (or 
snow-woman). 

A steep descent of some 1500 ft. over an icefall brought us 
to the nearly level glacier. We followed this to the foot of an 
icefall, where it was obvious that the men were so shaken and 
dispirited that I was forced to camp at about I5,500 ft. instead 
of upon the upper plateau of the glacier. 

Nilgiri Parbat rises magnificently from the head of the valley, 
and it was at once evident that if the great ice-clad N. slope 
could be gained there was a chance of reaching the summit. 
Direct access to this was barred by icefalls, but there seemed a 
remote possibility that one might work a way up to the S. of these 
by ~ series of ridges, so gaining the col between Nilgiri Parbat and 
the peak to the N.W. of it. It seemed an impossibly long day, 
but encouraged by excellent weather and snow conditions we 
determined to try. 

Leaving Pasang at the camp, Wangdi, Nurbu and I were away at 
6 next morning. Having mounted the lower · icefall after some 
step-cutting, we crossed the glacier and ascended a very steep 
slope, where cutting was again necessary, to a bergschrund. 
Crossing the latter by an awkward bridge we climbed an ice 
slope, which with three or four inches of well-frozen snow adher
ing to it proved simple, to the ridge. This was in a series of 
snowy steps, on the steeper of which step-cutting was necessary, 
to the crest of an ice bulge, where we found to our disgust that 
a descent of 30o-4oo ft. was necessary to the foot of the slope 
leading up to the col. The scenery hereabouts with huge ice 
cliffs above and below was magnificent. 

The 4oo-soo-ft. slope to the col proved arduous, as step-cutting 
was necessary throughout its entire length. Arriving on the col, 
we followed a narrow snow ridge to a small plateau beneath the 
glacier-clad N. face of the peak. It was at once obvious that 
no direct route could be made up this face, and that the sole hope 
lay in a diagonal upward ascent to the N.E. ridge. The route 
lay between and beneath a series of ice cliffs, but as these were 
unbroken and stable the ascent was justifiable, especially in view 
of the absence of avalanche debris. 

The snow was good, too good, as step-cutting or kicking was 
often necessary, the angle of the face being throughout com
parable with the Brenva route on Mont Blanc. Furthermore, 
route-finding was hampered by mist. The face s~emed intermin
able, and when at length the mist cleared we saw that we were 
still a long way from the N.E. ridge and that the greatest of the 
ice walls still loomed above us. I was beginning to go slowly, 
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ON THE 18,992 FT. ZASI<AR PASS. 

In the background, Nilkanta, 21,6oo ft. (left), and the Badrinath peaks 
(2J,ooo ft.). The Alaknanda River rises in the valley between these peaks. 

Photo, F. S. Sm,-the.] 

THE VIE\V FROM THE l(UARI PASS. 

I 

Showing l(amet, the lVIana Peak, Nilgiri Parbat (the square-topped peak in the 
middle of the photograph), and on the right Gauri Parbat and I-Iathi 
Parbat. 
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so Wangdi went ahead, kicking and cutting with indefatigable 
energy. At length we arrived at a very steep ice corner at one 
end of the ice wall, and going ahead again I cut round it to the 
slope above. Except for some more heavy cutting there was no 
further difficulty to the ridge, but the ridge, although not difficult, 
proved much longer than anticipated. Three times we thought 
that a point ahead was the summit, only to be disappointed. At 
length the angle eased off until the ridge was almost horizontal, 
and at the end of this superb roof was the summit, a flake of snow 
and ice so thin that it seemed to glow ethereally in the sun. 
Huddling on every stitch of warm clothing owing to a cold wind, 
we advanced. It was sacrilege to hack down that last thin edge, 
but it had to be done. At about 2 P.M. we were clinging to 
our indriven axes on the most fragile and beautiful summit 
that I have ever trodden. The climb of fully 6ooo ft. had 
taken 8 hours an Alpine rate of ascent, considering the diffi
culties. The panorama was superb, and the men were enthusi-
astic. · 

No time was to be lost, and after a few minutes we descended. 
The sun had wrought havoc with the snow, and we had to exercise 
the greatest precautions, particularly on the slope below the col. 
It was necessary to seek out an alternative route on the slope 
below the ridge, where soft snow lay on ice. Darkness was 
falling when we trailed into camp, too tired to eat or sleep, but 
well satisfied with the grandest snow and ice climb that any of 
us had ever accomplished. 

Oliver arrived on July 22, bringing with him two Darjeeling 
men, Ang Bao, Sherpa, and Tse Tondrup, Bhatia. Three days 
later, after sending all we could spare down to Pandukeswar, 
we camped on the Bhyundar Pass and the following day camped 
on the snow pass under Rataban. Unfortunately Tewang, 
·when called upon to do porterage for the first time, developed 
bronchitis and had to be sent down to Joshimath, whence he was 
returned to Ranikhet and Darjeeling. 

After a windy and unpleasant night on the col we set off to 
attempt Rataban via the N.W. face. This proved much more diffi
cult than we had anticipated, but we had got over the worst and 
were near the upper snow ridge, which leads uninterruptedly to 
the summit, when Oliver found himself too unacclimatized to con
tinue. As he had left Ranikhet only a fortnight earlier, this was 
not to be wondered at, and the fault was entirely mine for suggest
ing the climb. Actually our early return was a blessing in dis
guise, as sleet and snow overtook us during the descent ; and 
with the rocks wet the climb, a severe one in the best conditions, 
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became so unpleasant that it was with something more than 
ordinary thankfulness that we regained the camp. 

Having only five porters at our disposal, we had to carry heavy 
loads ourselves over the Bhyundar Pass and down to the Banke 
Glacier. We camped on a grassy shelf between Thur Udiar 
and Eri Udiar, and, after purchasing sheep and arranging for a 
supply of coolie food from Gamsali in the Dhauli valley, we set 
off to explore the Banke Plateau and if possible find a route up 
the Mana Peak (23 ,86o ft.), our principal objective. In this work 
we were much assisted by information and a useful sketch-map 
supplied by Lieutenant R. A. Gardiner, of the Survey of India. 
Three months previously Mr. Gardiner, while surveying in this 
district, had discovered a remarkable series of snowfields between 
and roughly parallel to the E. Kamet and Banke Glaciers. The 
old 53 N map gives no hint of any such glacier system and merely 
shows a glacier emptying its waters into the Raikana valley N. of 
Niti. In point of fact there is a minor glacier flowing in . this 
direction, but it is merely subsidiary to a major glacier which 
descends to join the Banke Glacier at Thur Udiar, and which 
forms in its uppermost portion a series of extensive snowfields 
referred to as the Banke Plateau. In penetrating on· to this 
plateau by the only route so far known from the Banke Glacier 
and by exploring the lowermost sections of the plateau, as well 
as ascending to 2o,ooo ft. on the ridge overlooking the E. Kamet 
Glacier, Mr. Gardiner accomplished the most interesting piece · 
of exploration in Garhwal since Messrs. Shipton and Tilman 
penetrated into the Nanda Devi basin. Not having explored the 
uppermost sections of the plateau, he was unable to give us .any 
very definite information as to the Mana Peak, but he thought 
that it would be worth our while to investigate the possibility of 
turning Peaks 22,481 ft. and 22,892 ft. on the ridge to the N. of 
the plateau and so gaining the E. ridge of the Mana Peak, which 
obviously affords a good route to the summit. 

To reach the plateau it is necessary to turn the steep icefall 
which descends to the Banke Glacier by a gorge to theW. This 
route is not easy for heavily laden men, as the gorge consists of 
smooth slabs. There was no further difficulty until a steep ice 
tongue was reached, when an hour's step-cutting was necessary. 
This brought us to a subsidiary snowfield of ·the plateau, which 
led in its turn to the plateau proper, on which we placed our 
second camp at about 18,ooo ft. Mr. Gardiner had pitched 
camp above and below ours, and we were fortunate in discovering 
two gallons of petrol. This was a godsend, as it meant that our 
strict fuel-rationing scheme went by the board, and was a source 
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of much happiness to the men, who like to make hot drinks at all 
hours of the day and night. For the rest, with only five men 
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and a long line of communications, relaying was necessary if we 
were to stock our camps sufficiently to withstand a siege by the 
elements, and once again we had to carry loads. 



GARHWAL: 1937 

From the second camp we ascended easy glacier slopes to a 
minor point on the ridge overlooking the E. Kamet Glacier. 
The view down thousands of feet of precipices to the glacier 
was magnificent, while at the head of it · stood the great red 
pyramid of Kamet. It was at once evident that there was no 
possibility of turning Peaks 22,481 ft. and 22,892 ft. to the N ., 
for on this side the precipices and ice slopes fall sheer to the E. 
Kamet Glacier. 

Peak 21,400 ft. rises to theW. of the minor point, and to climb 
it we had merely to trudge up moderately steep snow slopes. 
A level roof of cloud truncated the higher peaks, but the view of 
the great wastes of snow at our feet was splendid .in its loneliness. 
Unfortunately we were unable to discern any route to the Mana 
Peak, and returned to camp little the wiser. 

The weather now deteriorated, and the following day we 
pushed across the plateau in thick mist, steering by the aid of 
a compass and of Mr. Gardiner's sketch-map, which proved 
invaluable, inasmuch as it saved us from getting into serious 
difficulties amid one of the numerous icefalls which descend 
towards the Banke Glacier. Having ascended through an icefall, 
we found ourselves on an almost level snowfield and were forced 
to camp, not knowing exactly where we were and unwilling to 
venture unwittingly within range of any hanging ice on Peak 
21,400 ft., which was now to the N. of us. 

The weather cleared that evening, and we ascended to a point 
of about 19,500 ft. on a ridge running S. from Peak 21,400 ft. 
This ridge forms a boundary between the snowfield upon which 
we were camped and another snowfield, at the head of which 
rises Peak 22,481 ft. This snowfield is one of the most beautiful 
I have ever seen, and with the setting sun sending long shadows 
over the unbroken snow, and the massive Peak 22,481 ft. at the 
end of it with silver-lit clouds clinging to its precipices, I was 
irresistibly reminded of the Ewig Schneefeld and the Monch. 

The improvement in the weather was only temporary, and the 
following morning we once again groped our way forward in 
mist and drizzling snow. To r~ach the upper snowfield we had 
to ascend a ridge for some distance and descend across the head 
of an icefall in which the snowfield breaks away on its S. edge. 
We did not go far as it was merely a reconnaissance, the porters 
being occupied in relaying stores from the second camp. 

Next day the weather relented, and in brilliant sun we pushed 
across the snowfield to a col at its westernmost limit and camped 
in a snowy hollow out of a cold wind, after which the porters 
returned to the third camp for a relay of stores. Mist had 

.. 
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formed again, but we decided to attempt Peak 22,481 ft. by the 
S. ridge. As far as the first big rock step in the ridge there was 
no difficulty, but the step being impossible we were forced into 
the disagreeable alternative of climbing the ice slope to the E. of 
it. This slope was little more than 100ft. high, but step-cutting, 
even for this distance, at nearly 22,000 ft. is exhausting work, 
and we were glad to regain the ridge above the step. This 
proved continuously interesting and strenuous, taking into account 
the altitude, but was nowhere very difficult. Having reached 
the shoulder of the peak, we continued along theW. ridge over 
a series of gendarmes, and at length after a climb of about 2500 ft. 
gained the summit. View there was none, and the descent was 

. rendered disagreeable by a snowstorm. 
Once again the cool night airs dissolved the monsoon mists, 

and the following morning we set off to determine whether or 
not Peaks 22,481 ft. and 22,892 ft. could be turned. Having 
followed the previous day's route to a point not far from the 
rock step, we traversed a few yards to theW., only to be brought 
to a halt by a precipice falling some zooo-3000 ft. into the depths 
of a glacier-filled hollow. And beyond this even more difficult 
ground would have to be negotiated, an altogether impossible 
line, swept for much of its width by hanging glaciers on the sides 
of . the cirque. There was nothing for it but to retreat, and 
carrying enormous loads we regained the base camp on August 6. 

After exploring the Banke Plateau Mr. Gardiner had ascended 
the Banke Glacier and made a new pass over the Zaskar range, 
the Zaskar Pass (18,992 ft.), three miles to the S.W. of the Mana 
Peak. Incidentally, the old map is inaccurate to the extent of 
delineating the watershed 3-4 miles to the E. of its actual 
position. In a letter to me Mr. Gardiner held out no hopes of 
our climbing the Mana Peak from the head of the Banke Glacier, 
but as we had planned to cross the pass to Mana we decided to 
make a reconnaissance to see whether there was a possibility 
of reaching a conspicuous glacier plateau beneath the S. and 
N.W. ridges of the peak. Once on this plateau it should be 
possible to gain the N .W. ridge, which appeared to afford a 
practicable route to the summit. 

Having no love of load-carrying, we engaged two Gomsa]i men, 
but a few hours of the Banke Glacier convinced them that load 
carrying for two mad sahibs and a party of Tibetan and Sherpa 
' toughs ' was not in their line, and dumping their loads they 
decamped without even demanding their pay. 

After two camps we gained the Zaskar Pass without difficulty 
on the morning of the third day. Tremendously steep and broken 
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ice falling to the Banke Glacier defends the S. face of the mountain. 
There was, however, one possibility. From the Zaskar· Pass a 
ridge of snow and rock rises to the shoulder ~f an unmeasured 
peak of about 21 ,5~0 ft. ; once on the shoulder it m~ght be 
possible to traverse a fluted ice crest to the summit and descend 
to the plateau already mentioned. 

The weather· was now perfect, and we decided to . reconnoitre 
the route without delay. For some distance the ridge was easy 
and roughly horizontal, then it rose in two steps, on_ both of 
which we encountered hard neve or ice ·and had to cut steps. 
Less steep but icy slopes followed, after which the ridge narrowed. 
In one place it was broken horizontally by a schrund with a 
nearly vertical lip some 20 ft. high. Above this continuous 
step-cutting was necessary to the foot of the rocks. It was a 
relief to tread the rough red and mostly firm rock characteristic 
of this district. Some amusing scrambling up chimneys, edges 
and slabs brought us with unexpected ease to an abrupt wall 
just below the final ice ridge. To climb this necessitated a steep 
traverse, then a delicate climb round a corner into an ice-filled 
gully, up this and back to the crest of the wall. 

The ice ridge had looked sharp and difficult from below, and 
did not belie its appearance. Oliver declared it to be the sharpest 
he had ever trodden. Steps had to be cut and progress was very 
slow. I do not think that I have ever gazed down a more 
continuously steep slope than that falling to the N.W., and 
thousands of feet below lay a glacier with the debris of an im
mense ice avalanche strewn for fully half a mile across it. 

At length the ridge broadened out, then merged into simple 
slopes up which we trudged slowly, tired after so much difficult 
work, to the summit of the peak. Here to our relief we saw that 
a simple downhill walk would bring us to the plateau, and that 
once there it should be possible to climb a slope to a shallow col 
in the N.W. ridge of the Mana Peak. Considerably cheered by 
this successful reconnaissance, we returned to the camp pitched 
by the men on the Zaskar Pass. 

-
It had been our original plan to descend to Mana, re-provision 

ourselves and return with sufficient supplies for a prolonged 
siege of the Mana Peak, should this prove necessary ; but the 
weather next morning was so good that we decided to camp at 
about 2o,ooo ft. on Peak 21,500 ft. and the following day make 
a fresh effort for the top. Taking into account the descent to 
the plateau, this meant a climb of about 4200 ft. in the day, but 
with our slender resources of food and fuel for the ' Primuses ' 
there was no time to rope up the difficulties on Peak 2r,soo ft., 

• 

• 



• 

Photo, F. S. Smythe.] 
• 

PEAK 22 1f8I FT. AT W. END OF BANKE PLATEAU. 

[To fac~ p. 7~· . . . 

• 



• 

-1 P!'l .. _ . , t .. ... 
• • • I • 

• 

t ..... • 

• 

• . '\:.. 

• 

. I 
\. 

• -.. 
~ .. 
• • \ 

• 
•' •. 

' 

• 
' 

• 

,, ~ 
( ', 
:\ ·. 

" ' 
' . 

• • • 
• 

• • 
• 

•• 

• 

• 

-• 

- • 

- • 

" · 
• • • 

·' . 

\ 
.. 

l 

--

• 
• 

• • 

---- • 

Photo, F. S. Smyflzc.] 
. 

THE MANA PEAK FROM THE ZASKAR 
TO THE PROMINENT SHOULDER 
(RIGHT SKYLINE) RIDG~. 

• 

• 

• 

• I 

PASS, 18,992 FT. THE ASCENT LAY UP 
TO HIGHT OF SU:VIMIT AN D ALONG S, 

• 

"' 

j 

I 

' 



• 

GARHWAL: 1937 73 

which would be essential if laden porters were to be got up and 
down safely and a higher camp pitched. 

Taking it in turns we improved the existing steps on the lower 
portion of the ridge, and after an hour's work by all hands con
structed a platform just large enough for our Everest Meade in 
the side of the ridge. It was a sensational situation, with 
precipices falling sheer from the platform into the depths of a 
wide couloir down which stonefalls rattled almost without 
intermission for the remainder of the day. The porters then 
descended with instructions to return and wait for us next day. 
The weather remained good, and we lounged on the warm rocks 
for many hours, noting several flowers a crucifer, saussurea, 
and a tiny cushion-like androsace. 

We dined off a conglomeration of sattu and pemmican, but even 
this nourishing and warming mixture failed to induce restful 
sleep on the uncomfortable little platform. The night was very 
cold, usually a good sign during the monsoon season, and when 
we rose to cook a frugal breakfast at 3.30 the unclouded sky was 
bright with stars. At 5 we began to clamber stiffly up the ridge. 
Exercise soon warmed us, and, helped by our previous recon
naissance and steps, we were on the summit of Peak 21 ,soo ft. 
at 6.30. . 

Descending without difficulty to the plateau, we made for the 
foot of slopes leading up to the col which we had noted in 
the N.W. ridge. Oliver crossed a bergschrund and then began 
to cut steps. The slope was ice covered with six inches of 
powdery snow. To have cut up it would have taken a day, 
perhaps two days, at this height, for not only was the ice excep
tionally tough but the snow had to be cleared away before a 
step could be cut. 
· We retreated to the plateau. It seemed as if we were beaten, 
but as a last alternative we decided to attempt the mountain by 
the S. ridge. The only possibility of reaching the ridge from 
the W. is to follow a subsidiary. ridge towards a shoulder. Un
fortunately this is not continuous but merges into the face of 
the S. ridge about 400 ft. below the shoulder. 

To reach the foot of the subsidiary ridge we had to descend 
several hundred feet. This, taken in conjunction with the height 
lost in descending from Peak 21 ,soo ft., made the total climb 
from the camp between 4500 and sooo ft. Some steep rocks 
gave access to the crest ·of the ridge, which on its lowermost 
portion was a sickle-like edge so narrow that we had to slice off 
the crest. Progressing steadily, we presently reached the point 
where the ridge merges into the face of the S. ridge. Here we 
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encountered ice and expended much energy in cutting up to 
the shoulder. In places there were rocks, but they offered no 
belays and the work throughout was of the most exacting nature. 
It was here that Oliver, who took a lion's share of the cutting, 
must have tired himself, while both of us also suffered from the 
cold, as the route so far had been in shadow. At 10.30, to our 
immense relief, we gained the shoulder and the sun, and Oliver 
was able to massage his numbed feet. 

From this point the S. ridge stretches roughly horizontal for 
several hundred yards and then springs steeply upwards for 
about 1000 ft. to the summit. 

After 20 minutes' halt we moved off along the ridge, which 
consisted of a series of snow edges corniced in places and minor 
gendarmes, so that for the next hour we made little or no height 
but expended more valuable energy. Shortly before the point 
where the ridge springs steeply upwards we were forced off it by 
some impassable gendarmes. Fortunately we found snow, not 
ice, and were able to regain the ridge beyond the gendarmes 
at the foot of the final steep section. 

The rock of the Mana Peak is similar to that of Kamet, a red 
granitic material magnificent to climb, but we were now too tired 
to enjoy it that is the penalty of high-altitude climbing. Un
happily, Oliver was more tired than I, and we had not progressed 
for more than 100 ft. up this last section of the ridge when he 
decided that it would be safest not to continue in case he became 
exhausted and unsteady. It was agreed therefore that he should 
wait and rest while I continued alone in an attempt to reach the 
summit. The weather was perfect a hot sun and not a breath 
of wind. 

Accordingly I left him seated on a platform and continued 
with the ascent. We had anticipated that the crux of the ascent 
lay in surmounting a nearly vertical section of the ridge of some 
150 ft., which had been conspicuous when we viewed the ridge 
in profile from the Banke Glacier. The lowermost portion of 
this was inaccessible, but a ribbon of snow to the E. afforded a 
means of circumventing the lower portion. This snow was in 
admirable condition, otherwise it could not have been climbed, 
for it was sufficiently steep to lie against when I rested to regain 
my breath. It was then possible to traverse horizontally to the 
left across the step by a series of small ledges and climb almost 
vertically upwards over a series of remarkable leaves of rock. 

It was with considerable relief that I shouted down to Oliver 
that the worst had been climbed but in this I was mistaken. 

A little higher there was a smooth slab with no definite holds, 
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but I got up it by driving my ice-axe into a tongue of well-frozen 
snow and utilizing the friction of my knees. Comparatively easy 
going over broken rocks and snow followed to the most remark
able obstacle I have encountered on a mountain, except possibly 
for some barbed wire on the S. face of the Tofana di Races. A 
boulder the size of a cottage had wedged itself on the crest of 
the ridge. There was no going over it or turning it at least 
not without excessive difficulty, as the precipices are sheer at 
this point but there was a way under it. Stooping down I 
looked into a hole three-quarters choked with ice and perceived 
a gleam of light at the far end. Thus encouraged I crawled in, 
and insinuating myself through an icy · funnel presently came to 
the far end. 

The hole did not end above the boulder but to one side of it, 
over the W. face which here falls in a sheer precipice, but 
fortunately there was a series of ledges leading back to the ridge, 
though these were masked with snow and ice. Getting out of 
the ice-encumbered hole was awkward, and for a moment I was 
dependent on my arms, but once on a ledge I regained the ridge 
without excessive difficulty, where I halted some minutes to 
regain my breath. 

Beyond this obstacle the ridge was more fatiguing than difficult 
- fatiguing because of the deep powdery snow, a type which 
seems to prevail above 23,ooo ft. during the monsoon season, in 
marked contrast to the snow a few hundred feet lower. 

The ridge then rose in another step. This was inaccessible 
direct, or, what is more likely, I had not the strength left to climb 
it, and I was forced to the left into a gully. The snow here was 
abominable and at every step I went in up to the knees, while 
streams of the evil stuff flowed down and emptied over the cliff 
below. I began to doubt whether I had the strength to continue 
-the summit seemed as far away as ever but obtained some 
relief by deliberate forced breathing, which subtracted to some 
small extent from a leaden feeling in the legs. 

The gully broadened out and the angle gradually eased off. 
Going very slowly now, with a long halt at every step, I made 
my way through snow to a snow crest immediately ahead, the 
highest point in a long undulating ridge. This proved to be 
the summit. 

It was about I .30 P.M., and my time was occupied for the 
most part in recovering my strength and taking some photographs. 
I shall always regret that Oliver was not there to share in those 
few minutes on this grand mountain. There is no space here to 
enlarge on the panorama which the Mana Peak commands. 
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Kamet in particular, with a great banner of cloud floating away 
from it, appeared magnificent, while to the east of the Ibi Gamin 
group the plateau of Tibet loomed like a golden strand beyond 
the snows of the Himalaya. So still was it that I doubt whether 
a match would have flickered. It is perhaps but once in a 
lifetime that the climber is privileged to experience such marvellous 
conditions on a peak so high, and I carry in my memory a silence 
so profound that I felt that to utter a sound would be to shatter 
it as though it were glass : the silence of space and eternity. 

The descent, as is usual in the high Himalaya, was astonishingly 
easy compared with the ascent. Even the reverse process through 
the hole was much easier than I had anticipated, as I was able 
to clear away snow and ice from the ledges. Soon I had rejoined 
Oliver, who was rested and refreshed, and we descended with all 
possible speed. The fierce sun had melted out the ice steps and 
they had to be made anew a weary job but at length we were 
on the plateau. In mist and drizzling snow we passed across it 
and over Peak 21 ,soo ft., from the crest of which we bawled 
hoarsely ' Chha ! chha ! ' in the hope that the porters who had 
returned to the camp would hear and prepare some tea. They 
did hear, and at 6.15 P.M. we were imbibing quantities of -this 
precious liquid. · 

A few minutes' rest during which the camp was packed, and 
\¥e set off down to the Zaskar Pass, w:hich was regained in the 
last gleam of daylight. Thus ended the greatest ascent of our 
lives, one which we shall always remember, not only because of 
our superlatively good fortune with the weather but · because of 
a climb which, for its artistic completeness, stands unique in my 
memory. I can only hope that others will repeat this route, for, 
even. in a country where old routes are likely to remain unfashion
able for many generations, it is one which deserves to be 
repeated. In any but excellent conditions it will be inaccessible, 
at all events from our zo,ooo ft. camp, but whatever the condi
tions, one thing is certain : the Mana Peak will never become 
'·an easy day for a lady.' 

The following day we descended to Mana and Badrinath, a 
long, wearisome trudge, and arrived at the latter place in tor
rential rain, where we were greeted by Pandit Naryan Dutt, who 
had befriended the Kamet Expedition, and now lighted up the 
bungalow with a petrol lamp and regaled us with innumerable 
vegetables and sweetmeats. 

Small expeditions have great advantages, but they have their 
disadvantages too : we were both of us heartily tired of carrying 
heavy loads ; so we engaged five Marcha Bhotias from Mana for 
our next peak, Nilkanta. 
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Nilkanta is one of the most beautiful peaks in the Central 
Himalaya, and its isolated position apart from the Badrinath and 
Kedarnath peaks renders it conspicuous from all directions. 

At Badrinath our luck with the weather deserted us, and during 
the next five weeks we had one fine day. Climbers are well 
advised to keep in northern ·Garhwal during the monsoon 
season, or at all events to avoid the vicinity of the Alaknanda 
valley, which forms a channel for the monsoon current. True, 
Nanda Devi was climbed during this season, but what we saw of 
the mountain in 1937 suggested that an attempt would have failed 
in August and September of that year ; the peak was continuously 
plastered with snow, and storm succeeded to storm. 

On August 16 we descended the Alaknanda valley to Pandu
keswar to collect food and equipment dumped there, and the 
following day reascended the valley, and crossing the Alaknanda 
River by a queer little bridge entered the Khiraun valley. No 
Europeans appear to have entered this valley previously, and the 
fact that Nilkanta rises 1o,ooo ft. above the valley in a distance 
of little more than two miles suggests a wall-sided valley. Such, 
however, is by no means the case, and we found ourselves on 
the most extensive alps we had seen in Garhwal, grazed over by 
flocks of sheep and goats. 

Two days later in thick mist we pitched our base camp between 
14,000 and 15,000 ft., and the following day reconnoitred the 
S.E. ridge. Access to the ridge was easy over a small glacier 
and broken rocks, but the difficulties began almost immediately 
beyond the point at which we gained it. The ridge is broken up 
into numerous formidable pinnacles. The lowermost of these we 
avoided after some steep but not difficult climbing, but when we 
regained the ridge we found a succession of pinnacles. Route
finding was complicated, but we progressed reasonably well, at 
first _over some pinnacles and then round a big fellow over a 
greasy, awkward corner and a delicate traverse on doubtful rock. 
Easy scrambling followed to the foot of a slender and very 
formidable pinnacle, which was eventually turned by an exposed 
traverse and a slab involving a ' lay back ' a strenuous manreuvre 
at nearly 19,000 ft. Our reconnaissance ended in mist and 
drizzling.snow at the foot of a step· 4oo-soo ft. high. 

Bad weather during the next three days confined us to the base 
camp, an unpleasant period of almost continuous rain during 
which our tents leaked freely; indeed, we were always damp on 
Nilkanta and had to dry our underclothing by sleeping in it. 
Mter this we pushed a camp up to the ridge below the first 
group of pinnacles. Snow was falling_ heavily at this height, 
ca. 17,ooo ft., but next morning the sun soon melted it from the 
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steep rocks and we pushed a further camp up to the foot of 
the pinnacle with the awkward corner, being unable to proceed 
further O\ving to another snowstorm. It was a poor place for a 
camp, but the men, never daunted when it comes to pitching a 
tent, somehow contrived to build a platform before returning 
to the lower camp. Ensconced in this eyrie we spent a wet and 
wretched night, and next day set off to see how far we could get ; 
it was obvious that in such weather we had no hope of success, 
and we had no intention of besieging Nilkanta, having no desire 
for the long wearisome siege tactics of larger expeditions. 

The conditions were considerably worse on this occasion, and 
by the time that we reached the furthermost point of our former 
reconnaissance the weather had deteriorated. Our first attempt 
to climb the step failed, so we tried again by another route. We 
were on very steep and exposed slabs, and having run out about 
6o ft. of rope, I was wishing that I had on Kletterschuhe instead of 
nailed boots, when a terrific hailstorm broke. In a few seconds 
the rocks were cascading hailstones and streaming with water, 
and I shall not easily forget my retreat back to Oliver, who had 
no belay and was standing on small holds. With numbed fingers 
which failed to feel the holds, it was as nasty a bit of climbing as 
I can remember. 

The hailstorm ceasing, we tried a third time by another route, 
and this time were successful in climbing the step, the top of 
which must be about 1g,6oo ft., to judge from the neighbouring , 
peak of Naryan Parbat. Beyond it the ridge continues in a series 
of snow edges to the foot of another and very formidable-looking 
step, above which slopes of snow and ice lead to the summit. 
Further progress was impossible, as about 2 ft. of new snow was 
lying on the upper part of the mountain and the weather was 
against us ; so we retreated, and after a miserable descent in 
sleet, hail, rain and snow, plus another damp night in camp, we 
signalled to the porters to ascend and take down the camp, which 
they did so expeditiously that we were able to descend the same 
day to the grazing alp, and two days later reach Joshimath. 

We had hoped to attempt the unclimbed E. peak of Nanda 
Devi, but as there was no time for this we decided upon Dunagiri 
(23,184 ft.) as our last objective. Dr. Longstaff, who crossed the 
Bagini Pass to the E. of the mountain in 1907,5 was of the opinion 
that it was accessible from the S. Acting on this opinion, Messrs. 
Oliver and D. Campbell attempted in 1933 6 to reach the S.W. 
ridge from the W. via the Tolma nala, but found impassable 
precipices and hanging glaciers. It was left to Shipton in 1936 
to find a route to the ridge from the E. via the Rishi and Rhamani 

6 A.J. 24. I 10 sqq. 6 H.J. vi. gi-IOJ. 
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valleys and to reach theW. shoulder at a height of about 22,000 ft., 
accompanied by one Sherpa porter.7 From this point an ice 
ridge leads to the final peak, which is distant about one mile. 

Oliver was anxious to attempt once more this splendid moun
tain, so, after collecting provisions for three weeks, we set off from 
J oshimath on August 31, with eight local porters in addition to 
the Darjeeling men. After proceeding up the Dhauli valley and 
camping near Lata village we climbed up to the delightful alp, 
Lata Kharak, and crossing the Lata ridge entered the Rishi 
valley, where we found the well-marked trail of the Nanda Devi 
Expedition. The weather was still very bad, but we had one 
delightful day at Dibrugheta, which alp Tilman described as 
' a horizontal oasis in a vertical desert.' 

Two days later we entered the Rhamani valley and groped our 
way up it in dense mist till we came to Shipton's camp, where 
we dismissed six of the local men. The following day, in dense 
mist, rain and sleet, we steered by compass in the direction 
of the mountain and camped hopefully on the side moraine of a 
small glacier. The weather cleared temporarily, and traversing 
two glaciers and ridges we reached the foot of a snow slope 
leading up to a col at the foot of the S.W. ridge. The sno\v was 
dangerous, and we had to wait until next morning before we 
were able to mount to the col. The same day we decided to 
reconnoitre as far as possible. .L~fter a climb up a snow ridge we 
reached a large snow platform, above which a rock face gave us 
considerable difficulty owing to the snow and ice-plastered rocks. 
Above this the ridge, after continuing for a further 400ft., merges 
into the face of the mountain. Here we were unable to climb 
rocks owing to the amount of freshly fallen snow, and were forced 
to mount a snow slope of fully 50°. The snow was stable, and 
after negotiating some iced rocks we gained the shoulder. There 
was no time for further reconnoitring, and we descended in the 
usual afternoon snow-storm to the col, where the men had pitched 
the camp. 

The following day we carried up a light camp to the platform 
already mentioned (ca. zo,8oo ft.), arriving in a snow-storm which 
developed later into a severe blizzard accompanied by intense 
cold, which lasted with short intermissions for three days. It 
was a very uncomfortable period and was the worst weather that 
I have experienced in Garhwal. My diary is terse on the 
point: 

' September 9th. Blizzard I I A.M., lasted 22 hours. Terribly 
cold. Zip fastener broke and powdery snow invaded tent. The 
coldest night I've ever spent bar Camp V on Everest . 

• 
7 A.J. 49· 32, 33· 

• 
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' 1oth. Wretched day. Blizzards. pescended to col for more 
provisions. Snow 1-2 ft. deep and avalanches peeling off the slopes. 
We were working with 2 porters, Tse Tondrup and Ang Bao, the 
remainder having descended to the lower camp for provisions and 

• equipment. 
' 11th. Clear early. Gale later, then blizzard. Lightning at 

night. Hopeless conditions. 
' 12th. Clear morning. Snow in afternoon. High wind blowing 

clouds of snow off the mountain. Sun cleared some snow off rocks 
above camp.' 

In such conditions there was no hope of reaching the summit. 
However, we decided to push the attack as far as was practicable, 
and starting off at 6 A.M. on the 13th climbed to the shoulder, 
encountering barely possible conditions. We had hoped to find 
the summit ridge hard and windswept; actually it was buried in 
soft new snow and proved very toilsome. It is amazingly 
sensational, and we looked down into the Dhauli valley 16,ooo ft. 
below. Unfortunately the snow was in execrable condition, and 
we had not proceeded far before a bitterly cold wind rose which 
rapidly increased in strength, until the ridge was smoking like a 
volcano. 

After a few minutes we came to cornices of the most dangerous 
nature I have ever encountered. The ridge crest exhibited little 
lateral variation, and it was the undercut which varied. Thus, 
in one place the overhang was a few inches in width and a few 
yards further along several feet in width, without any perceptible 
deviation in the crest of the ridge. The obvious course was to 
traverse the S. slope, but this was very steep and consisted of 
ice overlaid with a foot or more of loose incoherent snow. 

We were taking it in turns to do the track-making, and Oliver 
was in the lead, when without warning and without a sound the 
cornice peeled off beneath him and went smokipg down the 
northern .ice face. Luckily he was at the edge of the break 
and alighted on the true crest of the ridge a few feet lower. It 
happened in a moment, and I can only hope that had he not 
stopped I would have had time in which to throw myself down the 
other side of the ridge, the only course by which catastrophe 
could have been avoided. The incident was no fault of Oliver's 
but was due to the exceptionally dangerous and treacherous 
nature of the ridge, coupled with blinding wind-driven snow and 
the difficulty of traversing well below the crest. 

We were both of us shaken by this narrow squeak and resigned 
ourselves without further hesitation to traversing the S. slope 
well below the cres_t. Here we experienced the worst possible 
conditions. At every step we sank up to the knees in powdery 
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snovv resting on ice. So steep was the slope that we had to edge 
along sideways. There was no security, and we had the 
uncomfortable feeling that the loose snow might cascade off at 
any moment and take us with it. We had not advanced far 
when it was borne home to us that we were beaten. Further-. 

more, the wind had risen to something approaching gale force, 
and my feet were entirely without sensation. · 

We retreated and halted on a ledge below the shoulder, where 
Oliver rubbed my feet for half an hour, thereby saving them in 
all probability from serious frost-bite. The weather continued 
to deteriorate and snow began to fall before we reached camp. 
Altogether we were well out of it. 

Our highest point was over zz,ooo ft. and about one-third of 
the way along the summit ridge. There is no doubt that Dunagiri 
is accessible by this route, but it is a route best left alone in the 
monsoon season. In good conditions and to a perfectly acclima
tized party the summit should be accessible in one day from the 
zo,8oo ft. camp, but a higher camp on or near the shoulder is 
advisable, though considerable difficulty will be experienced in 
pitching a tent hereabouts, while the climbing between it and the 
zo,8oo ft. camp is too difficult for unescorted porters. 

The same day we retreated to the glacier and camped in a 
heavy snowstorm, the prelude to worse weather than any so far 
experienced. The following day we descended the Rhamani 
valley in drenching rain, and a day later reached Dibrugheta 
after a long march, again in heavy rain. The monsoon had 
reached a climax, and so heavy was the rain that the stream 
between Dibrugheta and Durashi had to be forded with the aid 
of a rope, and we arrived at Durashi without a dry stitch between 
us. But this day, September 16, was the last day of the monsoon, 
which ended as though turned off by a tap to disclose several 
feet of snow down to the I 5 ,ooo ft. level. 

The weather continued brilliant for the remainder of our stay 
in Garhwal. At Joshimath we parted, Oliver to return to 
Ranikhet while I returned to the Bhyundar valley to collect 
seeds, bulbs, rhizomes, tubers and roots ; after which, with 
eleven boxes of specimens, I returned to Ranikhet on October 10. 

Thus ended the happiest mountaineering holiday that Oliver 
and I have ever had. We had been by no means energetic, and 
had we remained in the north ·of Garhwal we might have climbed 
many more peaks, but we had proved once again that in a district 
such as this the small light party is immeasurably superior to 
the large cumbersome expedition, and that for general mountain
eering in accordance with the best traditions of this Club, if not 
for prolonged assaults on Achttausenders, Garhwal is ideal. 
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